[Adverse effects of dichloroacetate in a girl with mitochondrial disorder].
We present the effects and adverse effects of dichloroacetate (DCA) in a girl with mitochondrial disorder. Oral administration of DCA 50 mg/kg per day, reduced the elevated levels of lactate to below the normal range. Treatment with DCA ameliorated electroencephalogram abnormalities, but caused the adverse effects with hepatomegaly and decreased activity, which were improved by reduction or withdrawal of DCA. The decreased activity may be an adverse effect on the central nervous system. The dosage of DCA should be adjusted for each patient.